
Sierra PTA General Meeting Minutes 
December 7, 2017 
Sierra Cafeteria 

 
1. Call meeting to Order (Amy Nitta) 

- Door prize announcement:  “Ride a Firetruck to School” donated by the person 
who purchased it at the Silent Auction.  They were unable to use, the time to use 
has been extended until May 2018. 

2. Principal’s report and questions (Troy Brickley) 
- 2nd-6th grades are finishing up MAP testing. The results are showing great 

growth across a range of subjects. 
- During early release days Jenny Fredrickson (Jeffco Instructional Teacher) has 

been coming to give teachers more information about implementing Thinking 
Maps 

- There was a wonderful 2nd grade performance last year 
- Sierra’s Instructional Coach and Sierra’s Psychologist have been working with 

students in several grades to help them learn about and practice mindfulness. 
- Building updates: 

- The construction crews are currently ahead of schedule. Staff should be 
able to park in the new parking lot after Winter Break. They are hoping to 
pour asphalt for the playground in the next several weeks 

- Question:  What will the bus drop off look like once the new parking lot is  
Complete?  Busses will park in designated “pull offs” along Oak St.  Students will  
cross the parking lot (in a designated area) to get to the building. 

     3. Parent Technology Nights (Christy Yacano) 
- These will be held once a month, the next night will be December 12th 

5:30-6:30. Parents will be able to see what kind of technology is available 
and being used in Sierra. Parents will be able to learn what they can be 
doing at home to support and supervise their students. There will be at 
least 15 minute question and answer section. 

4. YMCA update (Lennon Thompson) 
- There is no drop-in care available for the modified contact day on December 

11th. Plan B will have care, Plan A will not. 
- There will be Winter Break Day Camp available at Duncan YMCA, check out their 

site to register 
5. PTA Updates (Amy Nitta) 

a. Carnival 
- Krista Florea has volunteered to chair this event 
- We will be using Fun Services for carnival games, etc 

- Currently it looks like wristbands will be $7 each 
- Kim Nolte is arranging food trucks 
- Date should be April 26th 

b. Silent Auction 



- Michelle Holt has volunteered to chair this event 
- She has posted more information on Facebook 

c. Website 
- Kristen Hinkle is working on the new PTA website 
- It should be live by January 1st 

d. Holiday Brunch 
- Jenny Logan is organizing this event 
- Date is December 13th  

e. APE Workshop 
- This event will teach students and parents about stranger danger and 

safety tactics 
- Date is January 25th 
- PTA is also planning two other workshops: Financial Planning and Cyber 

Security date TBD 
f. Next year’s Fun Run 

- Instead of using a company which would take a percentage of the money 
raised, parents and staff will be planning and running this event together\ 

- It won’t just be a fun run, it will also incorporate a week of character 
development lessons 

- Tentative date September 14th 
g. Other questions 

- Apex Family Night has been moved to Jan 12th 
- Courtenay Dillon will create a Facebook event, if people could RSVP that 

would help for planning purposes 
6. Rock Paper Scissors - Ice Breaker before breaking into small groups 
7. Small group discussions about budget 

- Group A suggestions: Staff Google Summit, Student Programs (both in 
classrooms and before/after school), Scholarships (for former Sierra students 
now in high school), Maker’s Space funding, technology sustainability.  

- Group B suggestions: Raise and spend budget in the same year, use surpluses 
to fund more student activities and/or subsidize the carnival, provide more 
transparency when fundraising - funds PTA and advertised project, help teachers 
and Nicole become more aware of funds available for their use, make cuts line by 
line for unused items 

8. Questions, wrap up, committee formation (Amy Nitta) 
- Due to the complicated nature of the budget discussions/decisions a Budget 

Committee will be formed, volunteers are welcome.  
- Current committee list: Kim Nolte (Chair), Leanne Garcia, Lori Bass, Nicole 

Christen, Christy Yacano, Dawn Findley, and Diane Jones 
9. Adjourn 7:40  (Amy Nitta)  


